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Description of the state of environment in 
Iraq

Å Iraq has in recent decades passed through a series of wars and political changes 
which directly and negatively affected the reality of society and the environment. 
The drivers as (causes) of environmental degradation in Iraq can be summarized as 
follows: 

Å 1. Population Increase which led to increasing needs for food, energy resources, 
housing and water, in addition, timber cutting, fishing and overgrazing have also led 
the degradation of ecosystems and loss of homeostasis, and increasing amounts of 
solid and liquid wastes. 

Å 2. Urbanization, which in turn led to the displacement of a proportion of the rural 
population to the cities at a rate of three times higher over the past two decades, 
placing pressure and drain on resources and increased environmental degradation 

Å 3. Desertification and land degradation, where the desert lands accounts for about 
42% of the total area of Iraq has exacerbated this phenomenon and led to high 
rates of sand and dust storms which hit major cities such as the capital Baghdad at 
frequent intervals during the recent years. 



The main causes of desertification may be attributed 

Natural conditions of weather and physical properties of the soil. 

Human activities such as indiscriminate cutting of natural plants and urban activities and 
overgrazing. 

. Poor environmental awareness, due to the novelty of the concept of environmental 
awareness in Iraqi society, not including the environmental issues in the educational 

curriculum, and the community and individuals who are conducting practices unfriendly  
environmental practices

Wars and political circumstances which impacted the state of the environment in Iraq mainly in 
the form of draining the marshes and the decline of the green areas and the drop of water 

supplies from neibourghingcountries to Iraq. 



The Republicof Iraq is located in the south-west of
the continent of Asiawithin the Middle Eastregion.
The north-eastern part of the Arab world.

Borderedby Turkeyto the north, and Iran to the east,
Syria, Jordan and Saudi Arabia to the west, and
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia to the south.
Tensionbetween latitudes' 29 and 5 '22 ϲ37 N, and
longitudes' 45 ϲ 38 and '45 ϲ 48 east.
Iraqhasanareaof 435052km2.



The map of Iraq locationalrelation to the world
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The increase in repeat storms annual dust in Baghdad during 
the period 1970-2010

Source: General Authority for meteorological and 

seismic monitoring Iraqi

Å ФЮϝЛЮϜ ϼϝϠПЮϜ(Suspended dust )

Å ϸКϝЊϦвЮϜ ϼϝϠПЮϜ)Rising dust (

Å ϣтϼϝϠПЮϜ РЊϜмЛЮϜ)Dust storms (



Climate of Iraq 
1- Mediterranean climate  
2- Steppe climate 
3- Desert climate
Iraq also characterized the climate of the following 
characteristics:
1. High levels of air temperature. 
2. A big difference between the temperatures of the day 
and night and between the seasons of the year.
3. Low relative humidity in the air. 
4. Large variations in rainfall of 681.7 mm in the north 
rates to less than 73.6 mm in the South. 
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Physiographic Iraq Constitute a large proportion of the desert area 
ƻŦ LǊŀǉΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ 54% are shown in Figure 4, namely:

ÅMountainous region: 
which is approximately6%of the total areaof LǊŀǉΣlocated
in the easternand north-easternpart of the country and
the averageannual rainfall which 800-1200 mm and are
availablein small rivers and the Great ZabZabwater and
groundwateraswell assuperficialanddeep.

It characterizedby a climate of this region down the heat in
winter, where up-to-5 degreesCelsiusin summerand mild
temperatures between 25-30 ϲC and characterizedthis
region planted orchards and the availability of natural
forests,grasslandsand agriculture is the main occupation
of the residentsof the



ÅUndulating region: 
Årepresent about 15҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ LǊŀǉ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 

located south and west of the mountainous 
region is characterized Bsaolhawide and a few 
hills rise range where the annual rainfall 200-400 
mm and feed this region of the small Great Zab
river Zabwater in addition to the availability of 
groundwater in the water, and temperatures 
rates where in winter 10-15 ϲC in summer and 
25-30 degrees Celsius is considered appropriate 
area for grain production has also grown by fruit 
and olive trees and is characterized by raising 
livestock, and agriculture is the most important 
economic and mining activities where



ÅDesert island located between the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers and most of the gypsum soil.

Å Northern BadiaSouth BadiaBoth North and South 
Albadetynlocated to the west and south of the Euphrates 
River is a natural extension of the plateau of the Levant and 
the Arabian Peninsula abound in the valleys, where it set up 
dams to store water as the groundwater exploited by 
nomads and available. Rainfall ranging from 75-200 mm per 
year and the temperature 10-15 ϲC in winter and 35-40 in 
summer and prevail where limestone soils are 
concentrated in the southern region, including the sand 
dunes.

ÅNote that:    
all of the desert peninsula, and North and South Albadetyn

represent western plateau region, which constitute 55% of 
ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ LǊŀǉ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ



ÅMesopotamian  plain: 
It is the area where most of Iraq's population is 
concentrated by (75%) of the population, 
although the area of нп҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ LǊŀǉ 
stretching from the northwest to the south-east 
and the range where the annual rainfall 75-150 
mm range from temperatures of 15 -20 ϲC in 
winter of 35-45 degrees Celsius in summer and 
characterized this region of fertile soil that 
resulted due to sediment collected from the 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers, which feed off of this 
region, water is also characterized by abundant 
waters and the presence of large quantities of oil 
fields there.
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Physiographic map of Iraq

Source : Arab Organization ACSAD

Iraq  is divided into six physiographic regions 
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× -ИмϼІвϤтϠϪϦдϝϠϪЪЮϜϣтЯвϼЮϜрϺЮϜмϓІжϜсТаϝК1979двакϜйТϜϸкϜϣϲТϝЪвРϲϾЬϝвϼЮϜϣЪϼϲϦвЮϜсТАЂмϞмжϮм

ϸыϠЮϜ,сϦЮϜϤϦϝϠЬЪІϦϜϼА϶пЯКЙтϼϝІвЮϜϣтϮтϦϜϼϦЂъϜФϼАЮϝЪ,ШЪЂϸтϸϲЮϜ,ϤϝЪϠІрϼЮϜЬϾϠЮϜм,ϤϝАϲвϣЦϝАЮϜ,

сЎϜϼъϜϣтКϜϼϾЮϜϸтϾϦмдвРЯЪϝлϦвϜϸϜϝлϦжϝтЊмϣТϝЎϜпЮϜϢϸϝтϾϨмϸϲРЊϜмЛЮϜϣтϼϝϠПЮϜϣтЯвϼЮϜмсϦЮϜϼϪϔϦпЯКϣϲЊЮϜ

ϣϚтϠЮϜм.












